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In the Claims: 




1 . (Currently Amended) A tension mask assembly for a cathode ray tube having 
a screen and an electron gun, said tension mask assembly dlspos &dJi^een said screen and 
said el ectxon^3JiLand.comprising: 

a mask frame including a first pair of frame members disposed at opposite ends, 
respectively, of said mask frame; 

a plurality of mask strands disposed between said first pair of frame members and 
affixed to said pair of frame members in a manner to produce tension in said mask strands; 
^ and 

Vv a third member for supporting said plurality of mask strands in a first intermediate 

* region of said mask strands, between said pair of frame members, wherein said third member 

fej ^j^fcan^^ toward said scmen„.to-C.ontact said first 

intermediate region of s aid ma^k ^ffl^ g fll flfl fi Mo - tb fl. nnr fl nn thrm rni a nf ™H firot pnir nf 
frame member s, 

2. (Currently Amended) A tension mask assembly according to Claim 1 4 wherein 
said third member is disposed in a direction parallel to a direction of one of said pair of frame 
members and closer to said one of said pair of frame members than to the other one of said 
pair of frame members. 

3 . (Currently Amended) A tension mask assembly according to Claim 2, further 
comprising a fourth member for supporting said plurality of mask strands in a second 
intermediate region of said mask strands, between said pair of frame members , whoroin oaid 
fourth - member ia olo se r - t e- said - othCT of s aid pair of fram e members than to aaid ono of said 
pair of framo mombora . 
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4, (Original) A tension mask assembly according to Claim 1, wherein said mask 
strands are made of an etched strand material.' 

5, (Original) A tension mask assembly according to Claim 1, wherein, in a stand 
alone state, said plurality of mask strands are connected to each other with an unetched strand 
material on each end, 

6, (Currently Amended) A tension mask assembly according to Claim 1 4 wherein 
said third member is disposed perpendicularly to said mask strands. 

X[ Is (Original) A tension mask assembly according to Claim 1, wherein a second 

pair of frame members are affixed to said first pair of frame members to form said mask 



frame having a rectangular shape. 

8. (Currently Amended) A tension mask assembly according to Claim \ wherein 
said third member and said fourth member apply a frictional force to said mask strands. 

9. (Currently Amended) A tension mask assembly according to Claim 1 4 wherein 
said third member is attached to said mask strands by an adhesive. 

10. (Currently Amended) A method for forming a tension mask assembly in a 
cathode ray tube having a screen^^Mm,^ comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a tension mask with a plurality of etched mask strands 
disposed vertically between two respective end regions; 

(b) placing the etched mask strands in contact with a plurality of barrier 
ridge elements to the tension mask, wherein the etched mask strands are not affixed to the 
plurality of barrier ridge elements; and 

(c) affixing the tension mask to a mask frame having vertical and 
horizontal elements, wherein the barrier ridge elements e xtendjEcom-an electron mm fari^ 
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side of the tension mask to co: 




: e- elosor to the? scre e n than on e- of -md 



vertical - aad horizontal elements . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 0 a further comprising the step of 
aligning the barrier ridge elements perpendicular to the mask strands, 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 10 a further comprising the step of 
aligning the mask strands and the barrier ridge elements such that the mask strands are 
perpendicular to the horizontal elements of the mask frame and the barrier ridge elements. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 10. further comprising the step of 
trimming the mask strands flush to the outer portion of a mask frame assembly after the mask 
strands are affixed to the mask frame. 
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